




• at what grade-leve



Grade-levels with Infused Hours

While service-learning hours are infused beginning in elementary school for seven of the LEAs, many students in
Maryland first experience infused service-learning hours in middle school. Middle schools also tend to have the
most infused hours with a mean of 41.7 hours, and with seventeen LEAs infusing 45 hours or more. Many LEAs
also infuse service-learning into high school courses, although o�en for less hours thanmiddle school. At least
twenty-five LEAs infuse service-learning hours in high school, although only three infuse 45 or more hours. The
mean for infused service-learning hours in high school is 24.4 hours.

4



Infused Classes

Science and social studies classes are the most likely to have infused hours. Twenty-five LEAs infuse
service-learning hours into at least one science class, with twenty-two LEAs infusing hours into middle school
science and sixteen into high school science. Twenty-four LEAs infuse hours into at least one social studies, with
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eighteen infusing hours into middle school social studies and twenty-one into high school social studies
(including government courses). English (ELA) classes and health classes are two other courses that o�en have
service-learning hours infused into the curriculum. In addition to infusing hours into required courses, several
LEAs infuse hours into elective courses. For a list of courses by LEA, please see Table 2 in the appendix.

Trends by LEA Size

We found no trends in the number of infused hours or grade-level with infused hours (elementary, middle, or
high school) by the size of the LEA. As shown below, the number of hours infused in the curriculum (darkest red)
appears to vary randomly across LEA size. Similarly, howmany hours a particular LEA infuses into elementary,
middle, and high school appears to be randomly distributed without relationship to LEA size.
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Recognition of Exemplary Service-Learning

While many LEAs or individual schools recognize exemplary service-learning, what qualifies as exemplary
service-learning varies widely. Some LEAs recognize the top students in a graduating class at the completion of
particular grade-levels, most com



courses, some LEAs infuse service-learning hours into elective courses, allowing students to complete some or all
of their independent hours at school. While there is variation in how LEAs meet the graduation requirement, the
size of the LEA does not appear to affect those variations.

Future Research

While this report gives a brief overview of how LEAs are helping students meet the 75-hour service-learning
graduation requirement, there are several avenues for future research that would allow a deeper understanding
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